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The study “Financial Literacy of Women in Kottaydbistrict, Kerala is conducted with the

objectives such a® identify the factors affecting Financial Literaof women, to measure the

practical knowledge of women in financial mattersl @0 analyze whether financial literacy
enable women in taking independent financial deosin their family matters. In order to make
deep analysis on the financial literacy of womeonirdifferent sectors of the society such as
from the rural and urban area, samples are takem fural women especially from SC/ST and
urban women specially ladies from minority Commiasitlike Christian and Muslim. Three

separate questionnaires are used to collect sanoptethe different groups for the study period
2014-15.

Separate analysis are taken place on the Minoribyn@h Specifically in urban area with the
objectives of measuring the involvement of Minotjomen in their family financial decision
making process, analyzing the various barriersctffg financial literacy of Minority Women
and analyzing the effect of education on Finanti&racy of Minority Women. Financial
literacy of SC/ST women from rural area also islyred with the objectives of measuring the
involvement of scheduled caste/scheduled tribe vwoimdinancial decision making process of
their family, analyzing the various barriers andtéas affecting financial literacy of scheduled
caste/scheduled tribe women and measureing thetigaladknowledge of the scheduled
caste/scheduled tribe women in financial matters.athieve the objectives in deep manner,
research hypothesis of women in general categonypnty from urban area and SC/ST from
rural area are framed and tested them by applymegSGuare test. The study uses primary data
for the analysis and secondary information coli@ctlerough official website, journals and

magazines are used to make the clarity on the sagijts.

The primary data are collected using a questioanAimpilot study covering 40 respondents are
conducted to fine tune the questionnaire. As pekl20ensus the population for the study,
“Financial Literacy among Women”, consists of 10892vomen in Kottayam district. From

among the 5 Taluks in Kottayam District, 3 Taluke &entified as strata’s and are randomly
selected. The specialties of Taluks selected fersttudy constitute the heart of the district —
Kottayam Taluk, the Low range area — Meenachil ahe Land of Rubbers (Latex) —

Kanjirappally. From the selected strata’s, abol® 8amples of women in general category are

selected for the study and 165 samples from theSBMomen using purposive sampling



method. The total number of population of scheduledte and scheduled tribe women in
Kottayam district constitute 89,404 as per 2011saen For minority women the sample size is
152 respondents and the data collected from diffeareas of Kottayam district include Poonjar,
Erattupetta, Athirampuzha, pala & Kottayam. Tot@O5samples are collected from the
respondents. The data collected are analyzed g statistical tools like mean, cross tabulation

and chi-square with SPSS package.

The Council for Economic Education has presentedpart based on National Standards for
Financial Literacy in the year 2013. These stanslard combined with the Economic Principles
derived from review serve as a strong base uporhwtiie entire study is constructed. The
variables for studying Financial Literacy of womare Earnings LiteragyBanking Literacy,
Savings Literacy, Credit Literacy, Investing Liteyaand Budgeting Literacy. The findings of the
study on the women in general category revealttteaearnings of few respondents do not match
with their qualifications. Savings are usually maulé of the current sacrifices made by the
respondent. The null hypotheses, savings of womemnat positively related to their Earnings is
rejected by making an analysis by using Chi-Sqtese It is found that education of women has
no relation with preparation of Budgets and SHG ers have more practical knowledge in
Financial Matters in general. The financial literacaining programs has associated with the
family budget of minority women because participatin financial literacy training programs
improves the financial knowledge of minority womemd enables them to prepare and maintain
family budget. The monthly income and savings dfesluled caste/scheduled tribe women are
related. The financial literacy training helps STABomen to increase the practical knowledge
of them. The financial literacy and preparatiorfahily budget are related. This study helps the
researchers to identify the real sense of finandiedacy among women in Kottayam District
with special reference to SC/ST women from thelraraa and Minority women from the urban

area of the Kottayam District.



